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Back in the swing

Construction
forces Law
School classes
to relocate
Jeff Osteen
MONTANA KAIMIN

Classes at the University of
Montana School of Law will be
relocated to Missoula Children’s
Theatre and several other venues
around campus as early as Friday,
when noise and exhaust from
construction may become too
much to bear.
E. Edwin Eck, dean of UM’s
School of Law, said arrangements
have been made to host
approximately 40 to 45 classes
elsewhere, due to construction
for the addition of a wing on the
east side of the building.
Mike
Panisko,
Project
Construction
Manager
at
UM’s Facilities Services, said
excavation of the area to the
south and east of the Law School
will begin as soon as the weather
permits.
The excavation should have
begun earlier this week, but
freezing temperatures made it
too inefﬁcient, Panisko said.
Diesel engines perform poorly at
temperatures below zero and the
frozen ground is more difﬁcult to
break up.
Another concern is the exhaust
from construction equipment.
Vents located on the roof of
the building are designed to
bring clean air inside. But diesel
exhaust will be pumping into the
air outside the vents.
“Weather is a big deal both in
temperature and how the wind
blows,” said Panisko.
By the middle of February, the
sheet piling is scheduled to begin.
Sheet piling is a process in which
interlocking panels are driven
into the ground with a vibratory
hammer.
Thick,
corrugated
panels will be driven well past
the basement level to help support
the Law School building and the
underground steam tunnels while
the addition is being built.
Panisko said that the sheet
piling should take between
four and six weeks and will be
a much heavier noise than the
excavation. Eck said that classes
will be moved by mid-February,
when sheet piling begins, but
he is prepared to move classes
immediately, depending on the
level of disruption.
Classes will be held in spare
rooms around campus including
four classes in the Gallagher
Business Building. Many of the
morning classes during the hours
See LAW SCHOOL, page 12
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Craig Harrington works on his pre-calculus homework in the “Dell” Brown study lounge in Turner Hall. An early start on homework may mean no early alert.

RAs ousted from early alert system
Elizabeth Harrison
MONTANA KAIMIN

Struggling University of Montana
freshmen will have one less person
to worry about checking up on their
academic progress this semester.
Resident assistants are no longer
participating in the early alert system
launched last fall, according to UM
Registrar David Micus.
“We found notifying students by
e-mails, advisors and faculty to be
sufﬁcient,” Micus said.
The new program, which tracks
freshman academic progress in 100and 200-level classes, was jumpstarted by new UM Provost Royce
Engstrom in an effort to help students
succeed and improve retention.
Instructors were contacted, provided
with information about the early alert

system, and asked to participate.
Students who came to class
unprepared, lagged on attendance or
showed poor performance on early
tests were given a DEF (deﬁcient)
grade by their instructors on an
unofﬁcial class roster. An e-mail
was then sent, asking the student
to meet with his advisor and course
instructor. Students also received
notiﬁcation on Cyberbear.
According to Micus, 195 class
sections participated in the program
last semester, and 1,691 students
were given a DEF.
At the onset of the new system,
students in University housing were
also notiﬁed by their RA and told to
contact their advisor.
“Last semester we tried to
get word to as many students as
possible via e-mails, advisors, etc.

RA involvement was just another
way to notify these students,” said
Micus, who is also chair of the
subcommittee for the early alert
system.
However, some felt involving
RAs was taking the program a step
too far.
“I thought it was ridiculous,”
said Junior Ben Adkison, an RA in
Miller residence hall last semester.
“They expect enough as it is. I think
that was pushing the boundaries in
an extreme way.”
Adkison said he doesn’t think it
should be an RA’s responsibility to
monitor student academic progress.
Ron Brunell, Director of
Residence Life, said RA involvement
in the program was meant to serve
as a communication link to help
students succeed.

fee would be paid by whomever
requests the inspection, and the
inspection would be conducted by
“a code enforcement and education
ofﬁcer,” a position created by the
proposal, who would inspect the
unit with a checklist of basic safety
codes.
“If the unit doesn’t meet
minimum requirements, the city
has the authority to make followup inspections and force them
to comply with it,” explained
Denver
Henderson,
director
of ASUM Off-Campus Renter
Center and a member of the
Residential Standards and Safety
subcommittee, where the proposal
was ﬁrst approved on Dec. 4.

When the unit does meet all
safety codes, a certiﬁcate would
be issued. This certiﬁcation would
last for three years or until the
rental unit changes ownership and
would allow the owner to prove
that the unit has passed the city’s
inspection.
Henderson said although there
are set housing safety codes for
Missoula, “very few people know
what the (safety) requirements are.
There is a broad lack of information
within the community.”
The ordinance “is not about
making new codes,” said John
Wilkins, city councilman for
Ward 4 and chairman of the
Residential Standards and Safety

DEF grades by subject
NAS 100H,
150
Math 100,
132
Math 117,
107
Chem 151N, 92

Other courses, 961
Econ 111S,
86
Acct 201, 83
Hist 151H, 80

Number of students with deﬁcient grades at midterm
from the class sections that participated in the early
alert system in Fall 2007.

“There was some feeling it might
have been overkill,” he said. “Their
ﬁrst reaction was, ‘What kind of info
are we going to have?’ We’re very
See ALERT, page 12

City Council considers renter safety proposal
Stefanie Kilts
MONTANA KAIMIN
A new Missoula City Council
proposal may provide students
living off campus with more
opportunities for safer rental
units.
The
voluntary
inspection
ordinance is aimed at improving
the safety of Missoula residents by
educating rental owners, landlords
and tenants on proper housing
safety codes for residential rental
units.
The ordinance would allow
rental owners, landlords or
tenants to opt for a fee-based city
inspection on a rental unit. The

subcommittee, “but just ﬁnding
ways to educate the public on the
current codes and what they can do
to ﬁx them.”
“A lot of student rentals are not
up to code,” Wilkins said. “Not
big major things that would cause
a structure to be torn down but
things like handrails, ﬁre alarms,
egress windows in basements.”
Therefore, Henderson said,
an important component of the
ordinance is to promote public
awareness by “reaching out
to landlords and tenants and
educating them about the minimum
requirements. (The ordinance) is
See HOUSING, page 5
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Big Ups BACKHANDS
&
So are we the only ones wishing that this global warming thing
would kick in a little sooner? Regardless, welcome back to Big Ups and
Backhands, where music and passion are always in fashion.
Super Backhands to this super drawn-out Super Bowl hoopla. We
don’t need two weeks to prepare. We’re just against seasons in general
being drawn out as long as possible. Which brings us to …

Congress is looking to give American taxpayers a $600 per individual tax rebate
in order to help stimulate the economy.
Q1. Will you believe Congress when they tell you
the check is in the mail?
Q2. What would you do with the money?

Election season. We, like you, are tired of all the debates and
mudslinging. Even so, this presidential campaign cycle gets Big Ups.
It’s nice, for once, to have options on both sides and to be able to let the
primary system actually go to work.

•Robert Price

junior, undecided
Q1: No.
Q2: Pay off my debt.

President’s Day is coming up, but we’ve still got to give Backhands
to Jefferson’s and Washington’s home state of Virginia. Old Dominion’s
General Assembly is considering a bill that would ﬁne people $250 if
they hang those oversized rubber testicles from their trailer hitches on
the grounds that they are distracting to other drivers. It’s not the ﬁne we
disagree with; it’s that the Assembly is actually taking time to consider
this issue. What’s next, urban chickens?

•Jenica Andersen

This week we’re giving Big Ups to Philadelphia area residents Michael
Hall and Michaelene Buddy, who gave a big f-you to the Federal Aviation
Administration. Literally. After the FAA altered departure routes at the
Philadelphia International Airport, Hall said the noise is so loud he has
to sleep with earplugs. Using roof sealant on the top of their house, the
couple wrote out a strongly worded message to the FAA along with a
picture of a plane with a slash through it.

senior, geology and creative writing
Q1: I don’t know. Part of me wants to believe that they might because I’d like to
have faith in the government, but I don’t know that it’s necessarily a good thing.
Q2: I’d put it toward studying in Germany next year.

More students seem to have driven to campus this week. That’s
ﬁne, especially given the weather, but Backhands to those of you who
apparently think that because there’s snow on the ground, the lines don’t
matter, and that your Honda Civic can take up two spaces.

•Ashley Norris

senior, environmental studies
Q1: Deﬁnitely not. Politicians seem to make a lot of promises and don’t follow through
on them.
Q2: Travel to Greece and never come back.

Big Ups to “Juno.” Seriously, if you haven’t seen this Best Picturenominated ﬁlm, do it.
Keifer Sutherland, star of Fox’s series “24” was released from
a Southern California jail Monday morning after serving a 48-day
sentence stemming from a drunken driving conviction. Unconﬁrmed
reports suggest he could have been released early, except he kept trying
to kill the terrorists with whom he shared jail space. Backhands to the
California penal system for not supporting the War on Terror.

•Anders Mejstrick

freshman, pre-English
Q1: No, I don’t.
Q2: At this moment, I’m currently broke so it’d probably be used for food and to
ﬁnd an apartment.

We’re shipping some typewritten Big Ups to the ongoing writers’
strike. As long as they refuse to go back to work, BU&Bh is still the
funniest thing going.
RIP Patrick Verona.

•Jason McGaughy
freshman, business

The Kaimin accepts
letters to the editor
and guest columns.

Q1: Yes, I’d get $600!
Q2: Go to the Top Hat.

•Lucas Hamilton

Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and
columns should be about 700 words.
Please send to letters@kaimin.umt.edu, or drop
them off in Don Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include a phone number where we
can reach you.

Montana Kaimin

110 years

The Montana Kaimin, in its
110th year, is published by the
students of The University of
Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the
Montana Kaimin for practice
courses but assumes no control over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
letters@kaimin.umt.edu
or
drop them off in Anderson
Hall 208.
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Q1: Yes.
Q2: I would buy a real beer pong table.
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Clipped computer cable, crashed construction, criminal cola consumption
Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN

Jan. 2, 5:53 a.m.
Officers found that a
motorist had crashed his car
into a construction fence
off Campus Drive west of
Washington-Grizzly Stadium,
Director of Public Safety
Jim Lemcke said. The driver
managed to maneuver his way
around several construction
barricades before crashing
into the fence. “His car was
damaged pretty severely too,”
Lemcke said. The driver was
charged with driving under
the influence of alcohol and

careless driving.
Jan. 16, 8:33 a.m.
A student reported his laptop
computer had been stolen from
the meeting room in the UC,
despite attempts by the owner
to secure it. “It had a cable to
lock it down, but somebody
defeated that,” Lemcke said.
Jan. 19, 11:32 a.m.
Strong gusts of wind
managed to shatter a window
in one of the hallways in Aber
Hall. “It was blowing pretty
bad,” Lemcke said.
Jan. 21, 2:20 p.m.

anymore.

Jan. 21, 1:43 p.m.

A
Coca-Cola
vending
machine was pried open outside
the Dornblaser Park-N-Ride
building. From what ofﬁcers
could tell, it appeared a theft had
occurred, but a fresh snowfall at
the time covered up any potential
footprints suspects may have
left. “Due to the snow it covered
up any evidence,” Lemcke said.
Coca-Cola was contacted to
conﬁrm the theft and repair their
vending machine.
A student from Aber
Hall placed a 911 call about
harassing text messages she

Police
Blotter
was receiving. An officer paid
the harassing party a visit and
warned them not to contact her

Jan. 23, 9:30 p.m.
A parked car blocking a ﬁre
lane was towed and impounded
on campus Wednesday night.
Later on, the owner of the
vehicle retrieved his car from
the impound lot without paying
the ﬁne. Public Safety later
apprehended the man, who
appeared to be intoxicated. The
man was cited for driving under
the inﬂuence of alcohol.
Citations:
Semesi Samuela, 21, DUI and
careless driving
Greg Perrier, 20, DUI

Democrat Kucinich abandons second bid for White House
Joe Milicia
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLEVELAND (AP) _
Democrat Dennis Kucinich
is abandoning his second,
long-shot bid for the White
House as he faces a tough
fight to hold onto his other

job — U.S. congressman.
In an interview with
Cleveland’s Plain Dealer,
the six-term House member
said he was quitting the race
and would make a formal
announcement on Friday.
“I will be announcing
that I’m transitioning out of
the presidential campaign,”
Kucinich said. “I’m making
that announcement tomorrow
about a new direction.”
Kucinich has received little
support in his presidential
bid; he got one percent of the
vote in the New Hampshire
primary and was shut out in
the Iowa caucuses. He did
have a devoted following.
Kucinich, 61, is facing four
challengers in the Democratic
congressional primary March
4, and earlier this week he
made an urgent appeal on
his Web site for funds for
his re-election. Rival Joe
Cimperman has been critical
of Kucinich for focusing too
much time outside of his
district while campaigning
for president.
His decision comes a

month after the death of
his youngest brother, Perry
Kucinich.
Kucinich said he will not
endorse another Democrat in
the primary.
Kucinich brought the
same sense of idealism to
his second run for president
as he did in his first bid. He
said he was entering the race
again because the Democratic
Party wasn’t pushing hard
enough to end the Iraq war.
Once dubbed the “boy
mayor” of Cleveland, he
made an unpopular decision
to refuse to sell a publicly
owned utility that pushed the
city into default and drove
him from office.
After the city’s financial
troubles, the mayor faced
death threats, and was forced
to wear a bulletproof vest
when he threw out the first
ball at a Cleveland Indians
game. He barely survived a
recall vote.
But he lost his bid for reelection as mayor of Cleveland
in 1978 to Republican George
Voinovich, who went on to

become governor and then
U.S. senator. His life and his
political career were derailed.
Kucinich spent more than a
decade trying to get back into
politics — traveling around
the country and then working
as a teacher, consultant and
television news reporter.
In 1994, Kucinich was
elected state senator and he
then won a seat in Congress
in 1996. His once unpopular
stand against the sale of the
municipal electric system
was praised as courageous.
In 1998, the Cleveland
City Council issued him a
commendation for having the
foresight to refuse to sell it.
During his time in Congress,
Kucinich has been one of
the most outspoken liberals,
opposing
international
trade agreements like the
North America Free Trade
Agreement and marching
with protesters in Seattle
during a meeting of the
World Trade Organization.
As
a
presidential
candidate, he has proposed a
Department of Peace, backed

MK

universal health care and
supported gay marriage. He
also pushed for impeachment
of Vice President Dick
Cheney.
At a debate last October,
Kucinich delivered one of
the night’s lighter moments
when he confirmed seeing an
unidentified flying object at
the Washington state home
of actress Shirley MacLaine.
With a smile, he said he
would open a campaign
office in Roswell, N.M.,
home to many alleged UFO
sightings.
Kucinich married British
citizen Elizabeth Harper,
in 2005, ensuring his 2008
campaign would have one
dramatic difference from his
first campaign. Kucinich told
New Hampshire audiences
during the 2004 race that he
was seeking a mate. Women
then vied for a date with him
during a contest arranged by
a New Hampshire political
Web site, but nothing
romantic
evolved
from
Kucinich’s breakfast with
the winner.
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Playing the part

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

Ellie Greenwood pretends to be a snooty clerk while burdening customers with large amounts of paper work.
She played one of the roles that made up the poverty simulation Thursday in the UC.

Poverty simulation
brings on reality

Alex Tenenbaum
MONTANA KAIMIN
Sociology students and social
workers underwent the stress,
anxiety and heartbreak of trying to
make ends meet Thursday afternoon
during a poverty simulation in the
University Center.
Montana Legal Services put
participants in the shoes of a poor
family, attempting to show them what
it feels like to ﬁght for survival.
Although this was only a
simulation, facilitator Jessica Adams
said that the reality of poverty isn’t
far off. Missoula County ofﬁcials
estimate that nearly 16 percent of
Missoula residents live in poverty.
The reality of a life with little money
hit home for some participants. At the
debrieﬁng afterward, one woman said
she was so confused and distraught
at the end of the hour that she would
probably just shut down in the face of
such stress in the real world.
Another woman said she was
surprised to see the effects of poverty
on family dynamics, explaining that
in all the hustle and bustle, none of
them had any time for each other.
After spending an hour with two
perfect strangers, their real identities
were still perfectly strange to her.
In the harried simulation,
there wasn’t even time for formal
introductions.
Five minutes in, the back room of
the UC’s third ﬂoor was nothing short
of chaos. Clusters of jacket-draped
chairs littered the room while men
and women bolted between them.
In an attempt to ﬁx ﬂawed credit,
participants ran to the “U-Trust-Us

Bank” and then, scrambling to get
food, off to the “Interfaith Services,”
only to end up selling the TV at “Big
Dave’s Pawnshop.”
Breezy Reimers, a child development
worker, could only complain.
“It seems like there’s barriers
everywhere I go,” she said. Reimers
played the role of Mrs. Xanthos, a
grandmother caring for her daughter’s
two children, ages 7 and 9, while her
daughter served time in prison.
“I’m concerned I’m going to lose
my grandch—”
Before Reimers could ﬁnish her
thought, it was time for work, a voice
over the loudspeaker announced
it was time to get moving, and she
darted to the “General Employer” to
keep from getting ﬁred.
Mrs. Xanthos and her husband
were so busy applying for food
stamps, waiting in line at Interfaith
Services and applying for help with
their utilities bill, they didn’t even
know their grandchildren had been
picked up by police because they
were caught wandering the streets.
The Xanthos family couldn’t
afford childcare, so Mr. Xanthos
dragged the grandkids to work. His
employer wouldn’t let him bring the
kids along, and faced with no other
options, Mr. Xanthos lost his job.
According to Missoula County
ofﬁcials, about 4,700 children live
under the poverty line. Half of these
live in deep poverty, deﬁned by a
gross income of less than $10,000 a
year for a family of four.
In the end, the Xanthos family
had gone hungry for two weeks of
the month-long simulation.

ORDINANCE
Continued from page 1
very proactive.”
Lee Clemmensen, a former
council member for Ward 3, said she
saw many rentals were not up-todate on safety codes when she was
assisting college students in their
housing search several years ago.
As a result of these observances,
she was on a subcommittee that
ﬁrst proposed the idea of a new
safety ordinance.
“Some students ended up in
houses that were unsafe but were
afraid to complain because they
thought they would be evicted
or their rent would be raised,”
Clemmensen said. “I have a
feeling that there are a lot more
houses ﬂoating around that don’t
meet safety requirements.”
Henderson
estimates
that
the city inspects approximately
16 rental units per year. Of that
total, between 60 to 70 percent
of inspectors discover additional
code violations beyond the original
cause of their visit.
This is fairly signiﬁcant, when
approximately 10,000 UM students
live off campus and more than 50
percent of residents in Missoula
rent, Henderson said.
“We’re not just talking about a
majority of students. We’re talking
about a majority of Missoulians,”
Henderson said. “Safety should be
the city’s top priority.”
The ordinance would be
voluntary, Wilkins emphasized,
but would encourage compliance
because of the incentives for both
rental owners and tenants.
“Our hope is that there will be
a market incentive for landowners
to comply with this ordinance
and bring their units up to date,”
Henderson said.
“Parents want to guarantee
that the places that their sons
or daughters rent are safe,” and
therefore would be aware of any
safety certiﬁcation a building may
have, Clemmensen said.
Although the council would
determine the exact fee for
inspection, Henderson and Wilkins
predicted the fee could be around
$25. Henderson said the amount of
the fee would need to be carefully
looked at to ensure that students
on a tight budget would be able to
afford it.
Dave
Strohmaier,
city
councilman for Ward 1 and
chairman of the Public Health and
Safety Committee, said that the fee
needs to cover the program’s cost
but should also be affordable.
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Renter Center helps house hunters

The ASUM Off-Campus Renter Center has adopted a new mission statement to
provide more one-on-one services to students, develop more public outreach and
make policy changes at the state and local level.
“(The mission statement) is a moving target for what this agency is going to do,”
said Denver Henderson, director of ASUM Off-Campus Renter Center. “A number
of the amendments are aimed at making this ofﬁce more accessible to the student
body.”
The new mission statement was developed last October, and a ﬁnal version, with
amendments by the University of Montana Housing Board, was passed on Dec. 5.
Henderson said many students are not aware of the agency’s services. “There
are so many instances where the law is very clear. But it is only relevant if the
tenants are aware of these rights and are prepared to use them,” he said.
In order to reach more students, the Renter Center is planning a series of public
outreach programs. One of these programs involves dorm seminars that will be
conducted in mid-March. The seminars will educate students preparing to move off
campus about tenant rights and responsibilities.
Additionally, the agency is planning brief class presentations that will target
classes with a large number of second-year students. The presentations will provide
an overview of what the Renter Center is and the services it offers.
The agency has also been advocating for local and state policies that positively
affect the Missoula rental market, Henderson said, including the voluntary inspection
ordinance going before the City Council in February and a state law that outlines
heating requirements for rentals.
It may take years to develop some of these initiatives, he said, but the new
mission statement allows the Renter Center to lay out a number of plans for the
future and set up a timeline for assessing what has been accomplished.
The mission statement will be revisited in March with new amendments and that
ﬁnal document will last for several years.
“We’re serious about getting student input for the mission statement,” Henderson
said. “We already have a large amount of consensus from the Housing Board (on
the mission statement) but we want students to have a say.”
Henderson said students can submit suggestions, comments, or criticisms by
visiting the ASUM ofﬁce in University Center room 105 or by calling the Renter
Center at 243-2017.

Henderson estimated that
approximately $50,000 would
be needed to fund the inspector’s
salary and resources for public
education and outreach. Wilkins
said he believes that ﬁgure will be
higher after everything is assessed
for the ordinance.
The ordinance is scheduled
to go before the council’s Public
Safety Committee on Feb. 27.
As
the
council
moves
forward with discussion on the
ordinance, Strohmaier said several
important questions would need

to be addressed, such as similar
programs’ success in other cities.
And there are many other city
issues “clamoring for dollars,” he
added.
Nonetheless,
Strohmaier
remained positive.
“I think that the impetus for
some sort of inspection program
is that residents in Missoula are
living in safe structures,” he said.
“Anything that can promote and
support public safety is a good
idea.”

News
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Yale professor shares rare narratives of emancipation
Mark Page
MONTANA KAIMIN
To coincide with Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, prominent Civil War
historian and Yale Professor David
W. Blight will be giving spring
semester’s ﬁrst installment of the
President’s Lecture Series.
“Every year on the President’s
Lecture Series we try to bring a
speaker in late January who will
reﬂect directly or indirectly the
legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.,”
said Richard Drake, the chair of
the Department of History and

coordinator of the President’s
Lecture Series.
Drake is in charge of picking
all the lecturers for the series and
receives dozens of suggestions
every year. He tries to choose a
diverse range of speakers from
humanities, arts and the sciences.
In 2001 Blight received the
Bancroft Prize, along with seven
other awards, for his most famous
book, “Race and Reunion: The
Civil War in American Memory.”
Blight now heads the Gilder
Lehrman Center for the Study of
Slavery, Resistance and Abolition
at Yale University.

“He’s extremely inﬂuential
and well-regarded,” said Assistant
History Professor Kyle Volk. “The
Bancroft award is the biggest prize
you can win as a historian.”
Drake called “Race and
Reunion” amazing because it won
Blight awards for both intellectual
and social history, two camps that
are generally not in agreement in
approaching the study of history.
“In the ﬁeld of history there are
usually some sharp differences
between
intellectual
history
or social history,” Drake said.
“Whether we should be studying
ideas or social concerns.”

Along with his President’s ﬁnd in June 2004.
Lecture at 8 p.m. in the University
This installment of the
Center Ballroom about his new President’s
Lecture
Series
book “A Slave No More: Two should not stir up controversy
Men Who Escaped to Freedom, like the ﬁrestorm surrounding
Including Their Narratives of the appearance of Stephen Walt
Emancipation,” Blight will be and John Mearsheimer, who
giving a seminar called “The were promoting a book about the
Civil War and Emancipation in inﬂuence of the Israel lobby, but
American Memory” at 3:10 p.m. in Drake is not promising that for
Gallagher Business Building room future speakers.
123, Blight’s new book is based on
The appearance of Daniel Jonah
newly discovered stories written Goldhagen could cause a stir,
by two slaves who escaped slavery Drake said, due to his controversial
during the chaos of the Civil War. writing about the Holocaust.
They are the stories of Wallace Goldhaugen, in his 2002 book “A
Turnage, a plantation slave in Moral Reckoning,” questions the
Alabama
and
role played by the
John Washington,
Roman Catholic
an urban slave
Church during
from Virginia.
the reign of Nazi
“It’s the story Every year on the PresiGermany.
of emancipation
Originally,
dents Lecture Series we
as told through
Sterling Professor
the
eye
and try to bring a speaker
of
History
window of two who will reflect directly
Emeritus David
rare and recently or indirectly the legacy of
Brion Davis,
discovered slave
also from Yale,
n a r r a t i v e s , ” Martin Luther King Jr.
was scheduled
– Richard Drake to give Friday’s
Blight said of his
work.
Coordinator of installment of the
Turnage’s
President’s Lec- lecture series but
manuscript
ture Series cancelled due to
turned up under
illness.
very
unusual
“For two years
circumstances
in a row (Davis)
after his daughter,
has been our
who had for years
Martin
Luther
disguised her black heritage, passed King Jr. Day speaker,” Drake said.
away, and the book fell into the Both times he has fallen ill.”
hands of her lifelong friend. The
New York Times ﬁrst reported the

“

”
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Concert set to honor Founding Father Hamilton
Steve Miller
MONTANA KAIMIN
Faculty
members
of
the University of Montana
Department of Music, along with
several guests, will honor one
of the nation’s most prominent
Founding Fathers on Jan. 28
through classical American music
and art.
“Music from the Age of
Alexander Hamilton,” presented
by the Faculty & Guest Artist
Recital Series, is coordinated
by Dr. Nancy Cooper, a UM
professor of music and specialist
of Federalist-era music.
“I think that we can make

history feel more immediate and
it can aid in our understanding
of music,” Cooper said. “It
illuminates the time period.”
Cooper believes that American
music during the late 18th century
is too often bypassed in favor of
renowned European composers,
such as Beethoven, Mozart and
Bach. Suitably, the concert will
only feature work by American
composers of the time.
Stephen Kalm, a voice
professor and chair of the UM
music department, hopes the
concert will give those attending a
better understanding of how music
shaped and occupied the lives of
those who helped form the early

Craig returns
as blond Bond
for 2008 ﬁlm

United States.
“I think it speaks to the celebrity
that these leaders enjoy,” Kalm
said.
Kalm, who will also sing
baritone in the seven-piece
ensemble, added that he was
“excited how it (the concert)
interfaces with the Missoula
Public Library.”
The Missoula Public Library,
in union with the UM music
department, is currently hosting
“Alexander Hamilton: The Man
Who Made Modern America,” a
traveling exhibition headed by the
New York Historical Society.
Don Spitzer, the library’s
coordinator for the exhibit,

approached Cooper with the
idea that a concert could better
enhance the Alexander Hamilton
showcase.
“We’re really glad we’ve gotten
Nancy to help,” Spitzer said. “I’m
really happy what we’re able to do
with this.”
According to the Missoula
Public Library’s Web site, the
traveling exhibition is the center
of nearly two months of Hamiltonrelated activities through the
library—such as lectures, movie
viewings and even a Hamilton
impersonator.
“We’ve tried to combine
arts and humanities to our
programming,” Spitzer said. “We

wanted to incorporate as many
disciplines as we could.”
With Nancy Cooper at the helm
as the fortepiano, she hopes that an
eclectic mix of solo and ensemble
singing, along with a PowerPoint
presentation and the occasional
guest speaker, will enhance the
audience’s perception of late 18thcentury life in America.
“They (the audience) will have
much more fun than they expected
to have,” she said.
The concert will be held at
the Music Recital Hall at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $6 for general
admission and $4 for students and
seniors.

Melodic farewell

Jill Lawless
ASSOCIATED PRESS

IVER
HEATH,
England
— Bond is back — and he wants
revenge.
Producers have revealed some
of the secrets about the latest James
Bond ﬁlm, due for release later this
year, including the inner turmoil
that drives its suave superagent
hero and its title: “Quantum of
Solace.”
As titles go, it’s not as
melliﬂuous as “From Russia With
Love” or “Goldﬁnger.” But Daniel
Craig, returning as Bond after
2006’s “Casino Royale,” says he
likes it.
“It has grown on me,” Craig
told reporters on the ﬁlm’s set at
Pinewood Studios near London on
Thursday. “It doesn’t trip off the
tongue. But why should it?”
Producer Michael G. Wilson
said the title, chosen only a few
days ago, was taken from a story
by Bond creator Ian Fleming that
appears in the collection “For Your
Eyes Only.”
Craig said Fleming deﬁned a
quantum of solace — it means,
roughly, a measure of comfort
— as “that spark of niceness in a
relationship that if you don’t have,
you might as well give up.”
Filming began earlier this
month at Pinewood, the franchise’s
home since the 1960s. It’s a direct
sequel to 2006’s “Casino Royale,”
beginning an hour after that ﬁlm
ends, with Bond devastated by
his betrayal by true love Vesper
Lynd.
“He had his heart broken at
the end of the last movie and that
certainly is a spur for him in this
one,” Craig said.
“I’d be lying if I said there
wasn’t revenge in his heart. But
it’s more than that. That spurs him
on, but that’s not what the movie
is. It’s not a revenge movie. It’s
about him ﬁguring a few things
out.”
Producer Barbara Broccoli said
the ﬁlm, directed by Marc Forster
(“Monster’s Ball,” ‘’The Kite
Runner”), mixes Bond’s “inner
turmoil” with action — and of
course gadgets — as he tries to
stop a shadowy cabal trying to
bring down the world economy.

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

Senior music performance major Elizabeth Kalafat, rehearses for her last recital before graduation. Kalafat’s teacher Margaret Baldridge said she will be “sad to see her leave.” The recital will be held at
7:30 p.m. Jan. 27 in the Music Recital Hall.

A little ‘Nonrequired’ reading from 2007
Erica Doornek
MONTANA KAIMIN
Despite its mouthful of a title,
“Best American Nonrequired
Reading 2007” takes readers on a
bite-size, laugh-out-loud journey
through the lesser-known writings
of the past year.
“Nonrequired” is made up of
pieces
handpicked
from literary journals,
small
magazines
and Internet humor
sites by editor Dave
Eggers and his merry band of
Bay Area high school students.
The foreword, “How I Trumped
Rudolf Stiner and Overcame the
Tribulations of Illiteracy, One
Snickers Bar at a Time,” by singersongwriter Sufjan Stevens, is a
touching story that sets the tone for
the rest of the book. Sort of.
“On Fridays, the ponies got
paid. And after they got paid, they

got drunk. And when they got
drunk, you bet your ass someone
was going to get hurt or broken.”
Who could not love a book that
starts like this, with one of the
“Best American Beginnings of Ten
Stories About Ponies”? And that is
just the ﬁrst category in a book full
of quirky “bests”: clips and short
stories that include poems, comics,
top 10 lists, dangerous
ideas, fact and ﬁction.
Other delightfully
random
subjects
include
best
American personal ads, new band
names, six-word memoirs and
names of horses expected to have
undistinguished careers (starring
Glued Lightning and This Is Your
Horse on Drugs).
The short story section is also
made up of quick, entertaining
reads, but with a little more style
and substance. From Jonathan
Ames’s hilarious culture skewering
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in “Middle American Gothic” to
Stephen Elliot’s heart-wrenching
account of homelessness in
“Where I Slept,” there is no lack of
topics to keep even casual readers
interested.
At times, the writings wander
from offbeat and heartfelt to
downright bizarre. Like “All
Aboard the Bloated Boat:
Arguments in Favor of Barry
Bonds,” where Lee Klein viciously
defends the steroidal slugger,
alternately comparing him to Jimi
Hendrix and a genetically modiﬁed
tomato.
Another wacky favorite was
NBC “Late Night” show host
Conan O’Brien’s graduation
speech to Stuyvesant High School,
which was full of his signature
left-ﬁeld humor, but also some
awkwardly poignant moments.
Conan encourages the students to
experiment and take risks, whether
it be in beekeeping or ultimate

ﬁghting, and offers some useful
college wisdom: “Be warned,
everyone has a weird roommate. If
you don’t have a weird roommate,
that means you’re the weird
roommate.”
Though its voices and subjects
vary
widely,
“Nonrequired”
provides an endearing snapshot
of a year in writing with amazing
humor and clarity. And for the
slackers among us, it provides
some good literature that no
professor will make us read.

“Best American
Nonrequired Reading of
2007”
Edited by Dave Eggers,
introduction by Sufjan
Stevens;
Houghton Mifﬂin
Company, $14.00

8

friday, january 25, 2008

Arts

Feds raid museums in hunt for looted art
Greg Risling
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LOS ANGELES — Federal
agents raided several Southern
California museums on Thursday
in search of Southeast Asian
antiquities believed to have been
illegally obtained, smuggled into
the U.S. and donated so collectors
could claim fraudulent tax
deductions.
Agents
also
investigated
American Indian artifacts at one
museum.
Search warrants were executed
at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, the Bowers
Museum in Santa Ana, the Paciﬁc
Asia Museum in Pasadena and the
Mingei International Museum in
San Diego, said Virginia Kice, a
spokeswoman with Immigration
and Customs Enforcement.
Authorities said no arrests had
been made and no charges had
been ﬁled.
Court documents portray a
ﬁve-year scheme in which the
owner of a Los Angeles art gallery
worked with a smuggler to bring
in artifacts from Thailand and
China, offered them as charitable
contributions and then tried to claim
the donations as tax write-offs
by boosting their value. In some
cases, museum ofﬁcials initially
questioned how the artifacts were
obtained but eventually accepted
them, according to afﬁdavits ﬁled
in support of the search.
The investigation is the latest
public relations debacle for
museums in the United States

that have been accused by foreign
governments of housing treasures
stolen from their countries.
Italy has been negotiating with
various museums, including the
Metropolitan Museum in New
York and the J. Paul Getty Museum
in Los Angeles, to have various
statues, vases and other items from
Roman and Greek times returned.
Michael Govan, director and
chief executive ofﬁcer of LACMA,
estimated about 60 items donated
to the museum over the past decade
that have come under suspicion.
“They were seemingly quite
regular objects to be gifted,”
Govan said, adding the museum is
cooperating with the investigation.
“They came from sources who
were members of the museum for
many years and regular donors,
so no, there was no reason for the
museum to know ahead of time.”
Mingei director Rob Sidner said
the museum was cooperating fully
with the investigation.
“If the results of the investigation
show that these objects were
improperly donated and — we
were assured they were acquired
properly — they will be returned to
their rightful owner,” Sidner said
in a statement.
Representatives from the Paciﬁc
Asia museum did not immediately
respond to phone calls seeking
comment.
A statement from the Bowers
Museum said items on display from
El Malpais National Monument
and Chaco Culture Historic
Park in New Mexico were being

examined by agents as to whether
they were removed without a
permit. Items from the Ban Chiang
area in Thailand also were being
reviewed.
All of the artifacts will remain at
the museums, said Thom Mrozek, a
spokesman with the U.S. attorney’s
ofﬁce.
The warrants stem from an
undercover investigation by a
National Park Service special
agent who posed as a collector
interested in various artifacts. The
agent targeted Robert Olson, who
is alleged in an afﬁdavit to be a
smuggler, and Jonathan Markell,
who co-owns an Asian art gallery
in Los Angeles with his wife.
The agent said the artifacts
passed through U.S. customs
because they had “Made in
Thailand” labels afﬁxed to them,
making it appear they were replicas.
Olson, 79, allegedly boasted to the
agent he had more item from the
Ban Chiang area than Thailand
itself, according to an afﬁdavit.
Court documents said Olson,
Markell and the agent met more
than a dozen times and regularly
e-mailed and called one another
about the “sale, importation, and
donation of stolen archaeological
resources from China and Thailand
and antiquities illegally imported
from Burma.” Some of the calls
and meetings were recorded, the
warrants said.
Associated Press writers
Gillian Flaccus and Allison
Hoffman contributed to this
report.

montana kaimin

College comedy
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Comedy Central vet Daniel Tosh.

Tosh tour hits UM
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN
A comedian some call “the next
Dane Cook” is coming to Missoula
this Saturday.
Daniel Tosh, a Comedy Central
veteran, will perform at the
University Theatre at 8 p.m. on
Jan. 26 as part of his Completely
Serious comedy tour.
“He is funnier than Dane
Cook, in my opinion,” said
House Productions owner Cody
Myers. According to Myers,
Tosh’s comedic style has a “dry
wickedness” to it, as he is a fan
of telling unpredictable jokes that
keep audiences off-guard.
“What makes him unique is
that he starts out with a joke with
mass appeal and keeps going and
going until only like six people get
it,” Myers said. He said that this
type of humor geared towards an
informed audience makes Tosh
popular among college students.
Tosh is currently touring
colleges around the country, and

he is the number-one requested
comedian by colleges, Myers said.
He enjoys going places he has
never been to, said Lily Oliver,
assistant to Tosh’s personal
manager, which is why Montana
seemed an ideal place for a show.
Tosh has appeared on the Late
Show with David Letterman, the
Tonight Show with Jay Leno,
Jimmy Kimmel Live and Comedy
Central, among other television
appearances.
His debut DVD/CD, “True
Stories I Made Up,” will be
released this November through
Comedy Central Records.
Tickets for the live performance
are still available. The ﬁrst 200
students with valid Griz cards
will be charged $15 per ticket.
Otherwise, the prices for students
are $25 per ticket in advance or
$32 per ticket day of the show. For
tickets or more information call
243-4051 or visit www.griztix.
com.
Competition for Dane? Only
time will tell.

A Kaimin Arts Movie Quote Quiz:
“I’m always on the lookout for the future ex-Mrs. Malcolm.”

Send your guesses to kaiminarts@gmail.com. Look
for the answer in next Wednesday’s issue.

Kaimin Sports
Side
lines
Home games
•
Saturday,
Jan.
26
– Lady Griz basketball vs.
Northern Colorado, 7 p.m.

Sports Briefs
Tennis: The UM women’s
tennis team is competing at the
El Paso Tennis Club in Texas
this weekend. Montana will
be competing against UTEP
today at noon and Arkansas
State on Saturday. The Griz
will face Sam Houston State
on Sunday. The UM women
were chosen to ﬁnish fourth
in the Big Sky Conference
preseason poll. Sacramento
State was the unanimous pick
to win. It would be the seventhconsecutive championship for
the Hornets. The men’s team
will not begin competition
until Feb. 22, when they will
head to Portland to kick off the
spring campaign.
Basketball: Idaho State’s
Natalie Doma has been named
to the State Farm Wade Trophy
list. She is the only player in
the country ranked in the Top
10 in scoring and rebounding.
Doma is averaging 24.1 points
and 11.9 boards per game.

Big sky
scoreboard
Men
Montana
80,
Eastern
Washington 61
Montana State 70, Northern
Colorado 67
Women
Northern Arizona 82, Idaho
State 67
Northern Colorado 75,
Montana State 65
Weber State 77, Sacramento
State 46

Men’s bball

School
Big Sky
Northern Arizona 5-1
Weber State
5-1
Portland State
4-2
Idaho State
3-2
Montana State
3-3
Eastern Washington 3-4
Montana
2-4
Northern Colorado 2-5
Sacramento State 1-6

All
13-6
10-8
11-8
6-12
11-8
8-13
8-11
8-11
3-15

Women’s bball

School
Big Sky
Montana
4-1
Portland State
4-1
Idaho State
4-2
Northern Colorado 4-1
Montana State
3-3
Weber State
2-4
Sacramento State 2-4
Northern Arizona 1-4
Eastern Washington 0-5

All
14-4
14-4
12-6
10-8
8-10
8-10
4-14
5-13
3-15
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Griz rebound with 80-61 win over Eastern Washington
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
The Montana Grizzlies were
searching for momentum and
with Thursday night’s 80-61
win over Eastern Washington
they may have found some.
The Griz led the Eagles the
entire contest and kept a doubledigit lead for the majority of the
second half. Their dominance
Thursday night at Dahlberg
Arena was a sharp contrast to
Montana’s previous games that
have all come down to the wire.
Head coach Wayne Tinkle
said it was a relief to see his
team close out the game.
“There was a pretty big sigh
there with under a minute to
go when I thought we had it in
hand,” Tinkle said. “It has been
awhile, it is a good feeling.”
Feelings, however, weren’t as
cheery on the Eastern Washington
bench. Less than three minutes
into the second half head coach
Kirk Earlywine was ejected after
two consecutive technical fouls,
the second of which came after
storming onto center court.
Sophomore
guard
Ryan
Staudacher said Montana took
control of the game’s tempo
from the start.
“We finally got out on the
right foot from the tip and we
weren’t trying to play catch-up
the whole game,” Staudacher
said. “We were sharing the ball,
we took good shots, shots were
going in, and it just all came
together.”
Montana shot 61 percent
from the field with 23 of the
team’s 27 field goals coming off
of assists.
“When we play that way, our
offense is pretty darn efficient,”
Tinkle said. “Our guys were
dialed-in to play spirited,
energetic team basketball.”
Not only did the Griz
dominate offensively, they
also out-rebounded Eastern
Washington
36-15.
Junior
forward Jordan Hasquet led the
team in rebounds with 10 to
record his fourth double-double
of the season.
Senior forward Andrew Strait
led the team with 20 points,
shot 100 percent from the field
and was one of five Grizzlies in
double figures.
“We came out and did
everything we wanted to do,”

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

TOP: Junior Ceylon Elgin-Taylor brings the ball up
court during the remaining minutes of the game. The
game ended in an 80-61 win for the Griz.
RIGHT: Head coach of the Eagles, Kirk Earlywine,
scowls at the referee after a technical fowl that was
called on his team. The heated exchange led him to
be kicked out of the game.

Strait said. “We had a lot of
energy, and we knew that was
what it would take to get a
win.”
Strait believes his team’s
formula for success is rather
simple.
“We had a lot more intensity,”
Strait said. “That had been a
problem of ours in the past.
When you just go out there and
play as hard as you possibly
can you can afford to because
you know your guys have your
back.”
Tinkle
said
his
team
showed tremendous character
persevering through its last few
games.
“I can’t say enough about
how thrilled I am about our guys
hanging through all these tough
times and finding a way to get
a win and get it done tonight,”

Tinkle said. “I know it is just
one game but you know we
might have turned the corner a
little bit.”
Even with the win the Griz
know they still have a long way
to go to meet their expectations.
“We are 2-4 but there is no
need to panic, there are plenty
of games left,” Staudacher said.
“We just have to build on this
one. We aren’t going to get right

back into the hunt after one
game.”
Strait also thinks that the
team needs to continue to take it
game-by-game.
“We can’t get it all back in
one night, but I think the fans
saw what we are capable of.”
Montana travels to Northern
Colorado on Saturday for the
first of three road games. Tipoff is at 7 p.m.

2, 2005.
Kyle Weaver and Aron
Baynes scored 15 points each for
the Cougars (16-2, 4-2). Leading
scorer Derrick Lowe was 2-of-9
from the ﬁeld and didn’t have a
basket until 2:38 remained.
After opening the season with
14 straight victories, the Cougars
have lost two of four, with the
other loss coming at No. 8 UCLA
on Jan. 12.
In a reversal of their traditional
roles, the Cougars came to the
desert in a three-way tie for ﬁrst in

the conference while Arizona was
mired in a three-way tie for sixth.
The Wildcats won 38 straight
games against Washington State
between 1986 and 2005, but the
Cougars have been the better
team the last two seasons under
coach Tony Bennett.
Washington State came in
with the nation’s top scoring
defense, allowing 52.5 points
per game. But Arizona shot 55
percent from the ﬁeld. And when
the Wildcats weren’t knocking
down shots, they feasted at the

free throw line, going 20-of-23
(87 percent).
Midway through the second
half, Arizona took command
with a 10-2 run. After Jordan Hill
blocked Weaver’s shot into the
seats, Wise hit a pull-up 3 to give
the Wildcats a 47-38 lead.
They blew the game open with
a 9-0 run that made it 68-50 with
6 minutes to go.
Arizona
plays
host
to
Washington on Saturday and
Washington State visits No. 24
Arizona State.

Wildcats ﬁnd holes in No. 6 Cougars’ defense
TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -Jerryd Bayless scored 23 points
and Chase Budinger had 22, and
Arizona used a barrage of 3pointers to beat No. 6 Washington
State 76-64 on Thursday night.
The Wildcats were 12-of-21
(57 percent) from beyond the
arc, a season high for 3-pointers.
Budinger hit four while Bayless
and Nic Wise both had three.
The Wildcats (13-6, 3-3 Pac10) handed Washington State
its ﬁrst double-digit loss since a
14-point defeat at Utah on Dec.

www.montanakaimin.com
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Morales: “Conference is up in the air.”
Ben Prez
MONTANA KAIMIN
As the Lady Griz ran up and
down the court at practice Thursday
morning, head coach Robin Selvig
barked out instructions, throwing
up his hands and yelling in
frustration over a botched play. He
later paused to remind his team,
“Basketball is supposed to be
fun.”
Saturday night, the ﬁery Selvig
will be on full display against
Northern Colorado for what
is being called “Robin Selvig
Night.”
The Northern Colorado Bears
(10-8, 4-1) will be stepping onto the
ﬂoor at Dahlberg Arena at 7 p.m.,
where Selvig is being honored for
his 30th year of coaching at The
University of Montana.
The Lady Griz (14-4, 4-1) are
coming off a 62-53 win at Weber
State last Saturday.
“This is the time of year where
we can improve every day,” Selvig
said. “We have to keep improving
in every area in practice and
translate that to the game.”
Junior guard Mandy Morales
is still working her way back to
health after foot injuries sidelined
her earlier in the year. She has been
playing at a high level lately with a
scoring average of 16.3 points per
game.
“I’m feeling better day-by-day,
but I’m still not 100 percent,”
Morales said.
She has had help from her
teammates this year with strong

early performances by Sonya
Rogers, Johanna Closson, Britney
Lohman, Tamara Gaurdipee and
others, who all help share the
scoring burden.
“I think what’s been really
big for us this year is the depth,”
said freshman forward Sarah Ena.
“Mandy was out, and each game,
new leaders and contributors
stepped up. It’s going to take that
passion and drive to get to the next
level.”
The team is leading the Big
Sky in team ﬁeld goal percentage
(43.9) and three-point percentage
(38.7) and will be facing a young
Northern Colorado squad looking
to prove themselves.
“They’re a good team with a
good coaching staff, and they’re
really aggressive,” Morales said.
“This conference is up in the air
right now and we’re going to have
to stay focused each game, and
we’re going to have to play tough
and ﬁred up.”
The Bears are coming off of
a three-game winning streak,
including a win against leagueleading Portland State. They have
been playing without their leading
scorer, Whitley Cox, who is listed
as inactive.
“They’ve been playing all out
and they have nothing to lose, so
it should be a good test for us,”
said sophomore center Shadra
Robison.
The Griz are tied with Idaho
State and Portland State for the
conference lead, but Northern
Colorado is just half a game back

in the standings.
“We’re young,
but we’re working
really hard to get
better,” Northern
Colorado assistant
coach Paige Sauer
said. “Montana is
a great team with
a
tremendous
amount of history.
Morales is a great
player and they’re
great inside and
out.”
The Lady Griz
are starting a
three-game home
stand Saturday.
“It’s nice to
play at home, and
with our home
crowd, it doesn’t
take much to get
our
adrenaline
going and get us
pumped,”
Ena
said.
Although the
team has been
shooting well and
has won eight
of their last nine
games,
Coach
Selvig sees room
for improvement.
“In our last
loss, we had a
bad offense, and
we’re looking to
get better,” Selvig
said.
“They’re
really
solid,
and they can all
shoot, so we’ll
have to get better
Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin
defensively.
It’s an ongoing Senior guard Laura Cote passes the ball to junior Mandy Morales in a scrimmage at a practice Thursday morning. The practice was to
process for us.” prepare for the home game against Northern Colorado this Saturday.
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Former UM football
player pleads not guilty
MISSOULA, Mont. (AP) — A
former University of Montana
football player accused of
participating in a violent, drugrelated burglary pleaded not guilty
Thursday.
Qwenton J. Freeman, 23, was
one of six people arrested in
connection with the Nov. 5 home
invasion, during which police say
a man was pistol-whipped and
shocked with a stun gun.
The other suspects include UM
football players Greg Coleman,
Mike Shelton and Jeramy Pate.
They were suspended from the
team after their arrests.
Freeman ﬂed Montana after
the break-in but was arrested
in Oregon in late November,
authorities said.
He was kicked off the Grizzly
football team last June after
police accused him of throwing
a beer bottle at a man outside a
downtown bar and arrested him on
a disorderly conduct charge. He
was later acquitted on that charge,
but has other cases pending in
Municipal Court.
Freeman also has been
interviewed
by
California
authorities, who believe he
witnessed a shooting death in that
state involving former UM player
Jimmy Wilson.
In Missoula, Freeman faces
felony charges of conspiracy
to commit robbery, aggravated
burglary, and two counts of
accountability for aggravated
kidnapping.
Court records allege that the
most recent offense involved
seven men armed with guns and
wearing ski masks, who stormed
into a rental house with the intent
of stealing drugs and money.
The victims told police the
robbers ordered them to put their
cell phones and money on a table
and get into the fetal position. One
of the robbers pushed a woman’s
face into some food, then ducttaped her mouth shut and bound
her hands, court documents said.

Several informants who knew
the suspects identiﬁed the men a
week later, investigators said.
Mark Whetstone, 28, and Levi
Woods, 20, both of Missoula, also
have been charged in the case,
while another man identiﬁed only
by the nickname “Dirty” remains
at large. He is suspected of using
a pistol to repeatedly beat one
victim’s head.
On Thursday, Freeman’s
attorney, Randi M. Hood, asked a
judge to reduce her client’s bail,
a motion that was denied, the
Missoulian reported on its Web
site. Hood declined to comment
on the hearing or elaborate on her
bail request.
Freeman is set to appear April 3
for a trial scheduling conference.
Coleman’s
attorney,
Ed
Sheehy, has ﬁled a motion to
substitute District Judge John
Larson with a judge from outside
Missoula.
“The basis for this request
is that the nature of the charges
against (Coleman) and the
other co-defendants, taken in
conjunction with the fact that
(Coleman) and some of the codefendants are members of the
University of Montana football
team, has generated substantial
community pressure and demand
that defendant and the other
co-defendants be summarily
convicted and punished,” the
motion said. “The community
pressure and enmity would best be
dealt with by calling in a district
judge from outside of this judicial
district.”
Coleman, who is released on
pretrial supervision, will appear in
court Feb. 19 for a trial scheduling
conference.
Pate has been released to a
relative in Great Falls pending
the outcome of his case, and is
scheduled to appear in court next
month.
Shelton remains jailed on
$100,000 bail and is set to appear
in court next week.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) –
Employers can ﬁre workers who
use medical marijuana even if it
was legally recommended by a
doctor, the California Supreme
Court ruled Thursday, dealing the
state another setback in its standoff
with federal law enforcement.
The high court upheld a small
Sacramento
telecommunications
company’s ﬁring of a man who
ﬂunked a company-ordered drug test.
Gary Ross held a medical marijuana
card authorizing him to use the drug
to treat a back injury sustained while
serving in the Air Force.
The company, Ragingwire Inc.,
argued that it rightfully ﬁred Ross
because all marijuana use is illegal
under federal law, which does not
recognize the medical marijuana laws
in California and 11 other states.
The justices upheld that
argument in a 5-2 decision.
The U.S. Supreme Court
declared in 2005 that state medicinal
marijuana laws don’t protect
users from prosecution. The Drug

Enforcement Administration and
other federal agencies have been
actively shutting down major medical
marijuana dispensaries throughout
California over the last two years
and charging their operators with
felony distribution charges.
Ragingwire said it ﬁred Ross
because it feared it could be the
target of a federal raid, among
other reasons.
The conservative nonproﬁt
Paciﬁc Legal Foundation said in
a friend-of-the-court ﬁling that
employers could also be liable for
damage done by high workers.
Ross had argued that medical
marijuana users should receive
the same workplace protection
from discipline that employees
with valid painkiller prescriptions
do. California voters legalized
medicinal marijuana in 1996.
The
nonproﬁt
marijuana
advocacy group Americans for
Safe Access, which represents
Ross, estimates that 300,000
Americans use medical marijuana.

California Supreme Court rules
employers can ﬁre workers
for using medical marijuana
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ALERT
Continued from page 1
cognizant of conﬁdentiality.”
Brunell said he was provided
with a list from the Registrar’s ofﬁce
with the names of students the RAs
needed to contact. They were not
given any other details such as the
name of the course or section.
Associate Provost Arlene WalkerAndrews said the early alert system
is aimed to help those students who

are new to the college experience.
“Some consider this a large
school—sometimes people feel lost,”
she said. “This is a way of saying,
‘No, you’re not really lost.’”
According to Walker-Andrews
there were attempts at early warning
programs as far back as 10 years ago.
She said the idea for the new system
had largely been a manual “paperand-pencil pilot” until Engstrom
requested an expansion.
“What you hope is that students
improve. We can’t say that yet,”

Walker-Andrews added. “But
making people aware is a good
outcome.”
Micus said they are expanding
the early alert system to include all
faculty members this time around,
and the provost will likely go over
the numbers from last semester at
the next Faculty Senate meeting on
Feb. 14.
“I can’t see us saying we’re ever
going to move away from early
alert,” Micus said. “It’s clearly
successful just doing something.”
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LAW SCHOOL
Continued from page 1
affected by the construction will
be held at Missoula Children’s
Theatre on Broadway.
John Toima, facilities manager
at the theater, said that six rooms
have been set up to accommodate
classes and one room has been set
up as a student lounge. He said the
rooms have previously been used
for classes and that they will be

made up with chairs and tables.
Regular
bus
schedules
will remain active during the
displacement and extra bike
racks have been added at MCT to
accommodate those who would
prefer biking.
During their tenure at MCT,
UM students may have to forgo
some of the services that they’ve
grown to rely on. “The students
won’t have Internet access while
they’re here,” Toima said. “We’re
just not set up for that.”

